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Domestic Abuse Reviewed as Basis for Political Asylum

Atty. Gen. Ashcroft

studies Clinton-era case -

oquatemalan woman
beatenbyhusba.nd.

ByPAmox,J. ucDomu. -

AﬂwGenJohnAshmottls

tration policy that was designed
to make it easler for victims of
domestic abuse to gain political
asyhxmintbeUnited States, a

has: not: made up #is mind, but

gomen’s groups and Iobbyists
)43

wmreverseth.eponqy That; they
say;:would: doorn: many women

who: have: fled: t0- the s United '

States seaking: refuge, from:do-

mesticahusg,she threat ofhonor

ldnmgxormal a.laverydn their

ﬂmw 1ess lmmigm
ton; by contrast, applaud the

Ashemﬁ:v.

. said they fear he

prospectofactiontoresumn
what they .view as an unwar-

ranted-and potentially vast ex-.
_parnixion of asylumrighits, ° .gecul
. The dispute centers on the

mala would subject her to re-
newed attacks from a husband
who had brutalized her for 10
years. -

After an appellate panel re-
versedAlvamdosaxylumclalm,

former Atty. Gen. Janet Reno '

steppedlntorestomherpm-r’
- status. Reno issued,

 widely publicized pmposed
guldeunesdeslsnedtoaidothers»
izvlwbo allege zendev-mlawd per-

Andividual
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* *It's all under revlew.",Marti-

' nez said, adding that he had no

timetable for when & decision
wouldbemade

The Immigmtlon and Natu-

. Immigrant ' advocates are
alarmedbyAahcrotb'amove
Alongwithaomemembemot

toheadoﬂanygov-

em.ment move to restrlct polltl-

cal asylum.
“1 am very concemed that
Atty. Gen. Ashcroft’s ‘actions:

" could have a devastating effect’

on women asylum-seekers,” gaid:
Rep. Lucille RoybelAlland (D-
Los Angeles).

Butthoseonthecther side of

debates over immigration policy

argue that the Alvarado case im-

properly extended the idea of

agylum to cover people threat-
ened by private individuals,
rather than government officials.

“If we make political asylum
hased on family issues, sexual
preference issues, other general
issues, it eventlml]y opens the

doot to everybody in the world
‘who 1s unhappy with where they
happe.u to be,” said Ira Mehi~
3 *man, spokesman for the Federa-
Fon for American’ Immlmtion
- Reform.
© -Alvarado, 35, works as a
housekeeper and personal as-
«sistant to a group of mums in the
Bay Area. Her two children, ages.
15 and 10, remain in Guatemala.
Immigration courts did not
dispute Alvarado’s claims of,
abuse at the hands of her hus-<
band, & former Guatemalan sol-
dier. What was. at stake was,
whether such treatment showld;
be g'rounds for political agylum. «
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