Linited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 16, 2004

The Honorable John Ashcroft
Attorney General

United States Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530

RE: Protecting Women Refugees and the Matter of R-A (Rodi Alvarado), A73 753 922

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

As members of the Senate concerned with the protection of women and girls from abuse such as
honor killings, domestic violence, trafficking, sexual slavery, and rape, we are writing to urge
you to cooperate with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in the issuance of positive
regulations to govern gender-based asylum claims, in line with the recommendation submitted
by DHS in its brief to you in the Matter of R-A case.

There has been much attention given to the case of Rodi Alvarado, a Guatemalan woman who
suffered years of horrific abuse at the hands of her husband, and whose government did nothing
to protect her from such abuse, which included repeated rape, severe beatings, threats and
humiliation, and violent attacks when she refused to get an abortion. Ms. Alvarado actively
sought the protection of her government, but in every instance protection was denied.

Ms. Alvarado fled Guatemala and sought in this country the safety she could not find in
Guatemala.

Asylum can afford an important tool to protect women who suffer human rights violations such
as trafficking and honor killings. The experience of other countries, such as Canada, which has
recognized violence against women as a basis for granting asylum since 1993, demonstrates that
such recognition does not lead to a proliferation of such claims. Canadian government data
reveals that such claims consistently constitute only a tiny fraction of overall asylum claims,
never more than two percent of the total.

Again, we strongly urge you to follow the recommendation submitted by DHS in its brief to you
in this case: decide the Alvarado case in a manner consistent with forthcoming regulations, and
cooperate with DHS n the issuance of positive regulations to govern social group and women
refugee asylum cases.






