February 25, 2003

Hon. John Ashcroft, Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW

Washington, D.C.  20530-0001



By fax:  202-307-6777

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft,

I am writing on behalf of women who have fled trafficking, sexual slavery, honor killing, domestic violence and other forms of gender-based violence in their home countries and who are seeking asylum in the United States.  I urge you to maintain and increase the protection we offer to these vulnerable individuals who have escaped—often at great risk—unspeakable horrors.

The U.S. has a proud tradition of offering safe haven to those fleeing persecution and terror.   Refugees are cared for through a successful public-private partnership with faith-based and community organizations.  As the humanitarian arm of the National Association of Evangelicals, World Relief has worked with churches around the U.S. to care for nearly 200,000 refugees and asylum seekers in their communities.  

Asylum seekers face many challenges to securing protection in the U.S.   To avoid abuse of our generosity, our laws and regulations rightly require that claims of persecution be substantiated.  We support the application of fair and equitable standards and procedures to assure that our system protects those most in need.   

However, we must be mindful that those seeking our protection are often deeply traumatized by what they have experienced.   It is often difficult to document the full extent of atrocities they suffer.  Further, the threats refugees face are complex, and not limited to actions of official government representatives.   

Therefore, I urge you to maintain and strengthen our asylum provisions which protect refugee women from the whole range of gender-based violence including abuse by non-state actors.   Many other countries, including Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the United Kingdom have incorporated these standards into their asylum policies.  As the leader of the free world, the United States should do the same—and more.  

Thank you for your attention.  Please be assured of our prayers as you serve our country during these very challenging times.  

Sincerely,

R. Timothy Ziemer

Rear Admiral USN (ret)

Executive Director

