Congress of the HMnited States
ashington, DE 20515

August 5, 1999

Dear Colleague:

We are ‘writing to ask you to join us in an urgent effort to reverse a troubling precedent
régarding U.S. refugee and asylum policy and to Very possibly save the life of a
Guatemalan woman seeking asylum in our nation,

As you may be aware, on June 11, 1999 the Board of lmmig(ation Appeals (BIA)

Most compellingly. if Ms. Alvarado is sent back to Guatemala, her husband has stated
clearly that he wiil "hunt her down and kill her."

The decision by the Immigration Board of Immigration Appeals represents a troubling
reversal of steady progress in the area of gender-related refugee and asylum policy. In
fact, the BIA was sharply divided in issuing the decision. Dissenters vigorously
criticized the decision. writing that the "differentiation between the Supposedly more
private forms of persecution, typically suffered by women, and the more public forms of
persecution, typically suffered by men, is exactly the type of outdated and improper
distinction that the (INS's Gender) Guidelines were intended to overcome. *

We can act to help assure that this dangerous decision does not stand. Attorney
General Janet Reno has the ability to certify the decision for review, reverse the BIA
and reinstate the grant of asylum.” White not every act of domestic violence amounts to
persecution on one of the five grounds recognized by U.S, refugee and asylum law, a
claim that does establish such persecution should not be rejected on the sole ground
that the persecutor happened to be a member of the victim's family or household.

and asylum policy.

Sincerely,
Luis'V-Gdiiefre - Chris Smith
Member of Congress - Merber of Congress
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