February 24, 2003 

The Honorable John Ashcroft 


Attorney General of the United States

Department of Justice, Room 440

Washington, DC 20530-0001

Dear Attorney General Ashcroft:

I write urging you to acknowledge gender persecution as a basis for extending asylum to women who are victims of abuse and a brutal denial of their fundamental human rights. 

I understand that there is the possibility that the Department of Justice might issue regulations which would exclude gender persecution such as that experienced by Ms. Roda Alvarado at the hands of her husband as a reason for granting asylum.  I trust that such action will not be taken as it would place in jeopardy thousands of women who emigrate from countries where male dominance and the brutality toward women that can result from such dominance goes unchecked.  Often, governments in such countries either cannot nor choose not to protect women from cultural traditions which allow men, particularly husbands, to physically and mentally abuse women.  In short, when governments deny women in such situations legal protection, they are at serious risk.  These women are some of the most vulnerable persons whose only recourse is often flight to a safe country where their rights can be protected and their safety enhanced.

As the spokesperson for the Episcopal Church on matters relating to refugees, immigrants, and asylum seekers, I implore you to recognize that no person, regardless of gender, should suffer at the hands of another without having access to the protection that all civil societies should extend to their members.  Unfortunately, women in many countries are regarded as chattel and, as such, cannot avail themselves of the personal security and safety to which we believe all persons are entitled.  Without a grant of asylum, persons such as Roda Alvarado would be returned to a dangerous and possibly life threatening situation.  We have at our means as a nation the ability to protect her from such a terrible fate.  We should in the name of humanity extend that protection.  Regulations that curtail our ability to respond to the plight of persecuted women should not be promulgated.  Please lend your support to this position.

Sincerely yours, 

C. Richard Parkins

Director

