
International Community Denounces the Assassination of José Emanuel “Pepe” Méndez 
Dardón 

 
On Friday, August 17, 2007, José Emanuel “Pepe” Méndez Dardón was brutally murdered.  He 
was shot multiple times at close range as he was leaving his Civil Aeronautics job at La Aurora 
International Airport in Guatemala City.  The manner in which the crime was committed 
indicates that it had been planned.  Since his childhood, Pepe Méndez supported his father in his 
struggle to defend human rights and the rule of law in Guatemala. 
 
Amílcar Méndez is widely respected among activists, scholars, and many high-level 
governmental officials around the world for his work on behalf of Guatemala’s indigenous 
communities, his defense of human rights, and his respect for the rule of law.   
 
The assassination of Pepe Méndez has shocked and saddened the international community.  
There is concern among many that there will be impunity for the perpetrators of Pepe’s murder, 
that justice to the family will be denied, that the truth will not come to light, and that the rule of 
law will be repudiated – as in thousands of other cases in Guatemala. 
 
There is reason to believe that State agents involved in illegal activities are also involved in the 
murder of Pepe Méndez. 
 
The United States Ambassador to Guatemala, James M. Derham, has offered the assistance of 
the U.S. Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) in the investigation of the murder of Pepe 
Méndez, an offer that the government of Guatemala has yet to accept. 
 
Therefore, we urge Guatemalan authorities to: 1) Order a prompt, thorough, and impartial 
investigation into the assassination of José Emanuel “Pepe” Méndez Dardón; 2) Accept the offer 
to have the FBI participate in the Attorney General’s Office’s investigation; and 3) Include the 
Human Rights Ombudsman in all phases of the investigation in order to insure greater 
transparency, accountability, and protection for all members of the Méndez family and their legal 
team.  
 
We, the undersigned 17 organizations and 1,692 individuals, admire and support the efforts of 
human rights activists like Pepe and Amílcar Méndez, and will continue to monitor the 
development of the investigation into Pepe Méndez’s assassination as well as the prosecution of 
those responsible for this heinous act.      
 
Signed, 
 
 
Organizations: 
American Anthropological Association, Commission for Human Rights 
Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Center for International Conflict Resolution, Columbia University 
Central American Resource Center (CARECEN), Los Angeles 
Chicago Metropolitan Sanctuary Alliance 



Chicago Religious Leadership Network on Latin America 
Grupo Maya Qusamej Junam 
Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA 
Guatemala Scholars Network 
Grupo Quetzal: Guatemaltecos y Amigos de Guatemala en el Area de la Bahía de San Francisco, 
CA 
Human Rights Institute, University of Connecticut 
Ignacio Martín-Baró Fund for Mental Health and Human Rights 
Marin Interfaith Task Force on the Americas 
Mujeres Unidas y Activas (MUA) 
Network in Solidarity with the People of Guatemala (NISGUA) 
Red por la Paz y el Desarrollo de Guatemala (RPDG), Ciudades y Estados en los E.E.U.U., 
México y Europa 
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human Rights 
 
Individuals: 
Jane Abell, Houston, TX, U.S.A. 
Mary Able, McArthur, CA, U.S.A. 
Denise Abrams, Berkeley, CA, U.S.A. 
Mitch Abrams, Ypsilanti, MI, U.S.A. 
NK Acevedo, Revere, U.S.A. 
Georgia Acker, Murray, KY, U.S.A. 
Linda Ackerman, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Kribo Ackerman, Sydney, Australia 
Roxanne Acosta, Miami, FL, U.S.A. 
Jarrettia Adams, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Amy Adams, San Leandro, CA, U.S.A. 
Matt Adams, Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 
Vivian Adzaku, Pine Bluff, AR, U.S.A. 
Lloyd Affholter, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Carolina Aguilar, Managua, Nicaragua 
Eun-Young Ahn, New York, NY, U.S.A.        
Olga Albert, Barcelona, Spain 
Rosa Maria Alcubilla, Madrid, Spain 
Jessica Alexander, Cincinnati, OH, U.S.A. 
Annette Almazan, Forest Hills, NY, U.S.A. 
Candelario Alonso, Madrid, Spain 
Linda Alvarez, Temecula, CA, U.S.A. 
Cesar Alvarez-Moreno, Esq., Burlington, NJ, U.S.A. 
Maria Alves, London, United Kingdom 
Osamu Amano, Tokyo, Japan 
Diane Amdor, Omaha, NE, U.S.A. 
Esther Anderson, Melbourne, Australia 
Amy Anderson, Middleton, WI, U.S.A. 
Mariyn Anderson, Rochester, NY, U.S.A. 
John H. Anderson, San Diego, CA, U.S.A. 



Kara Andrade, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Amy Andrews, Mobile, AL, U.S.A. 
Asale Angel-Ajani, Hong Kong, China 
Ahmed Antar, Kinard West, Lispole, Ireland 
Aubra Anthony, Austin, TX, U.S.A. 
John W. Appleman, McArthur, OH, U.S.A. 
Kathleen Arban, Solomons, MD, U.S.A. 
Lillian Arboleda., Houston, TX, U.S.A. 
Sheri Archey, Salem, OR, U.S.A. 
Electa Arenal, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Mauricio Arenas, Mississauga, ON, Canada 
Mauricio Arenas, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Gabriel Arevalo, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Luis Argueta, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Can Arkali, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Julia Armentrout, Ajijic, Mexico 
Katy Armstrong, Raglan, New Zealand 
Alison Armstrong, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Jami Armstrong, Washington, DC, U.S.A. 
Candi Arnold, Emory, VA, U.S.A. 
Adrianne Aron, Berkeley, CA, U.S.A. 
Dawn Ask Martin, Cedar Falls, IA, U.S.A. 
Nayeem Aslam, Carol Stream, IL, U.S.A. 
Susanna Astarte, Mesa, AZ, U.S.A. 
Sergio Astorga, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Rev. Neddy Astudillo, Beloit, WI, U.S.A. 
Rebecca Atencio, Charlotte, NC, U.S.A. 
Elizabeth Atly, Newport, OR, U.S.A. 
David Atwood, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Gianluca Avai, Padova, Italy 
Nicole Avedon, Staten Island, NY, U.S.A. 
Amy Aversa, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Ninette Ayala, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Edgar Ayala, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Martha Bader, Oakland, U.S.A. 
Connie Bailey, Shrewsbury, MA, U.S.A. 
Ayla Bailey, Shutesbury, MA, U.S.A. 
Mina Baisch, Silver Spring, MD, U.S.A. 
John Baker, Pickering, ON, Canada 
Helena Baldyga, West Hurley, NY, U.S.A. 
Jackie Ballance, Florence, MA, U.S.A. 
Michael Ballin, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Kaushalya Bannerji, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Lynne Banta, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. 
Cristina Banzato, Quinto Vicentino, Italy 
Frances Barber, Bland, VA, U.S.A. 



Dawn Barber, Fort Dix, NJ, U.S.A. 
Martino Bardi, Padova, Italy 
Amber Barfield, Wichita falls, TX, U.S.A. 
Aaron Barker, Grinnell, IA, U.S.A. 
D.P. Barkley-Edwards, Montgomery, AL, U.S.A. 
Anne Barlow, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Mary-Ann Barnes, Hamilton, ON, Canada 
Nielan Barnes, San Diego, CA, U.S.A. 
Vivian Barnes, Bellingham, WA, U.S.A. 
David Barnett, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Lorna Barnoya, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. 
Linda Barone, New Haven, CT, U.S.A. 
Maureen Barrett, Duluth, GA, U.S.A. 
James Barrett, Hightstown, NJ, U.S.A. 
Connie Barrett, Moline, IL, U.S.A. 
Barbara Bartek, Sinsinawa, WI, U.S.A. 
Pam Bartley, Lafayette, IN, U.S.A. 
Felecia Bartow, Alameda, CA, U.S.A. 
Karin Bartow, Sonoma, CA, U.S.A. 
Todd Bauer, Rochester, NY, U.S.A. 
Walter Baumann, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Zeynep Baylan, Istanbul, Turkey 
Leticia Bayona, San Jose, CA, U.S.A. 
Denise R. Be Cotte, Long Beach, CA, U.S.A. 
Richard Beal, Ontario, NY, U.S.A. 
Edwin Beale, Howard, OH, U.S.A. 
Chris Beane-Martin, Somersworth, NH, U.S.A. 
Lorraine Beardsworth, Prince Albert, Canada 
Yvonne Beck, Arlington, TX, U.S.A. 
Suzy Becker, Bolton, MA, U.S.A. 
Kate Bedford, Canterbury, United Kingdom 
Noel Bednaz, Southwick, MA, U.S.A. 
Jeffrey Bedrick, Bryn Mawr, PA, U.S.A. 
Phyllis Beech, Fresno, CA, U.S.A. 
Eona Bell, London, United Kingdom 
Ana Bellet, Madrid, Spain 
Maria Bellet Serrano, Madrid, Spain 
Michelle Bellino, Buffalo, NY, U.S.A. 
Rachel Bengtson, St. Paul, MN, U.S.A. 
Matthew Bennett, Port Washington, NY, U.S.A. 
Nancy Bennett, Santa Fe, NM, U.S.A. 
Barbara Bennigson, Palo Alto, CA, U.S.A. 
Kelly Bennington, Tallahassee, FL, U.S.A. 
Anna Benson-Gennari, St. Louis, MO, U.S.A. 
Susan Berger, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Kristina Bergman, Olympia, WA, U.S.A. 



Ana Bermudez, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Olivia Berry, Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Maud Berthelet, Quebec, Canada 
Anne Berthiaume, Putnam, CT, U.S.A. 
Linda Bescript, Tucson, AZ, U.S.A. 
Ashwin Bhouraskar, Washington, DC, U.S.A. 
Kenneth Bird, Rochester, NY, U.S.A. 
Jeffery Biss, Elgin, IL, U.S.A. 
Robert Bisson, Stuyvesant, NY, U.S.A. 
Seana Blake, Ellensburg, WA, U.S.A. 
Veronica Blanco, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Lori Blauwet, Rochester, MN, U.S.A. 
Erika Bliss, Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 
Jay Blotcher, High Falls, NY, U.S.A. 
Paul Blume, Hanover, IN, U.S.A. 
Robert Blumenthal, Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 
Barbara Bocek, Washington, DC, U.S.A. 
Abbey Boeckman, Benton, AR, U.S.A. 
Nicky Bolster, London, United Kingdom 
Donna Bonetti, Boulder, CO, U.S.A. 
Carmen Bonilla-Jones, Venice, FL, U.S.A. 
Patty Bonney, Portland, OR, U.S.A. 
Sonja Bontrager, Wichita, KS, U.S.A. 
A. Bonvouloir, Sunnyvale, CA, U.S.A. 
Blaine Bookey, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Melanie Bordelois, Berea, OH, U.S.A. 
Mana Borenstine, Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 
Maria Borremans, Brussels, Belgium 
Mia Boscolo, Padova, Italy 
Harold Boscovich, Alameda, CA, U.S.A. 
Michael Bosia, Colchester, VT, U.S.A. 
Carol S. Bostick, Rockville, MD, U.S.A. 
Richard A. Boswell, Berkeley, CA, U.S.A. 
Boris Jose Botero, Davenport, IA, U.S.A. 
Julie Botten, Romford, United Kingdom 
Diane Boudreaux, Chino, CA, U.S.A. 
Andreas Boueke, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Julien Bouillot, Pesmes, France 
Philippe Bourgois, Philadelphia, PA, U.S.A. 
Virginia Bouvier, Washington, DC, U.S.A. 
India Bowers, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Louise J Bowles, Espanola, NM, U.S.A. 
Kelly Bowles, Louisville, KY, U.S.A. 
Susan Bowyer, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Peggy Boyd, Baldwinsville, NY, U.S.A. 
Richard Boyle, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 



John Bradlee, Malvern, PA, U.S.A. 
Bethany Bradley, Alexandria, VA, U.S.A. 
Adriane Bradley, St. Charles, MO, U.S.A. 
Sheila Brady, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Emily Bragonier, Pittsburgh, PA, U.S.A. 
Samuel Bran, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Ilona Bray, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Lea Breitner, Bern, Switzerland 
Renee Brennan, Auburn Hills, MI, U.S.A. 
Lia Brewer, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Rachel Brewer, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Inger Brinck, Claremont, CA, U.S.A. 
Linda Brindle, Dauphin, PA, U.S.A. 
Carolina Briones, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. 
Patricia Briones, Pasadena, CA, U.S.A. 
Marina Brito, London, TX, United Kingdom 
Melinda Broadwater, Portland, OR, U.S.A. 
Roslyn Broch, Williamstown, MA, U.S.A. 
Peter Bromer, Miami, FL, U.S.A. 
Joanna Brown, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Sandra Brown, Rio Rancho, NM, U.S.A. 
Christopher Browne, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Peter Browne, Toronto, ON, Canada 
Robin Browne, Toronto, ON, Canada 
April Brumson, Putney, VT, U.S.A. 
Christine Bubser, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. 
Joseph Buchbinder, North Hills, CA, U.S.A. 
Karen Buck, Malden, MA, U.S.A. 
Laura Buckingham, Scranton, PA, U.S.A. 
Colleen Budzien, West Allis, WI, U.S.A. 
Elizabeth Bueschel, Wilmette, IL, U.S.A. 
Andrea Buffa, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Leslie Bulbuk, Sunnyvale, CA, U.S.A. 
Mary Bunting, Baltimore, MD, U.S.A. 
Scott Burbridge, Adelphi, MD, U.S.A. 
David Paul Xavier Burch, South Bend, IN, U.S.A. 
Susan Burgerman, Washington, DC, U.S.A. 
Heather Burns, Richmond, VA, U.S.A. 
Jo Marie Burt, Alexandria, VA, U.S.A. 
Joyce Bush, E. Harwich, MA, U.S.A. 
Martha W Bushnell, Boulder, CO, U.S.A. 
Chantal Buslot, Hasselt, Belgium 
James Button, Boulder, CO, U.S.A. 
Faye Buttrick, Peoria, IL, U.S.A. 
Tony Byers, Ocean Shores, WA, U.S.A. 
Theresa Cabral, Walnut Creek, CA, U.S.A. 



Edith Cacciatore, Novato, CA, U.S.A. 
Scott Cady, Minneapolis, MN, U.S.A. 
Lynnette Caicco, Arnold, PA, U.S.A. 
Bruce Calder, Chicago, IL, U.S.A. 
Julio Calel, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Christopher Calhoun, Los Angeles, CA, U.S.A. 
Joanne Calkins, Santa Cruz, CA, U.S.A. 
Wes Callender, Great Falls, VA, U.S.A. 
Noemi Calonje, San Francisco, CA, U.S.A. 
Pedro Calvillo Serrano, Jerez, Spain 
Victor Calvo, Madrid, Spain 
Ornella Campana, Venice, Italy 
Sara Campos, Berkeley, CA, U.S.A. 
Martha Campos, San Jose, CA, U.S.A. 
Joaquim Camprubi, Torello, Spain 
Marta Camutti, Las Heras, Argentina 
Isabel Candelario Alonso, Zaragoza, Spain 
Elizabeth Cannon, Jamaica Plain, MA, U.S.A. 
Manuela Canto, Venice, Italy 
Mark Cappetta, San Mateo, CA, U.S.A. 
James Carbone, Shrewsbury, MA, U.S.A. 
Ramona Cardon, San Jose, CA, U.S.A. 
Vanessa Cardoso, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
Mary Lois Carey, OP, Adrian, MI, U.S.A. 
Fabian Carlos Villela, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Gaile Carr , Mt. Shasta, CA, U.S.A. 
Nicola Carrarini, Venice, Italy 
Amanda Carter, Brooklyn, NY, U.S.A. 
L. Carter, Milwaukee, WI, U.S.A. 
Gema Casado, Madrid, Spain 
Jennifer Casey, Waltham, MA, U.S.A. 
Ernesto Castaneda, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
Carl Castillo, Flushing, NY, U.S.A. 
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Sonia Centro, Milan, Italy 
Roberta Cerruti, Asti, Italy 
Neela Chakravartula, Oakland, CA, U.S.A. 
Mikki Chalker, Binghamton, NY, U.S.A. 
Shay Chan Hodges, Haiku, HI, U.S.A. 
Patricia Chang, Indianapolis, IN, U.S.A. 
Vicente Chapero, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Ximena Chapero, Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Bobbi Chapman, Hutchinson, MN, U.S.A. 
Charlene Chauvaux, Cambria, CA, U.S.A. 



Ingrid Chavez, Falls Church, VA, U.S.A. 
Angelica Chazaro, Seattle, WA, U.S.A. 
Ken Chen, Brooklyn, NY, U.S.A. 
Pei Ling Chen, West Chester, PA, U.S.A. 
Al Chestnut, Atlanta, GA, U.S.A. 
Susy Cheston, Takoma Park, MD, U.S.A. 
Ben Chiang, Toluca Lake, CA, U.S.A. 
Chris Chiappari, Minneapolis, MN, U.S.A. 
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Joan Churton, Raleigh, NC, U.S.A. 
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Connor Cole, Fairbanks, AK, U.S.A. 
Sherry Cole, Grand Junction, CO, U.S.A. 
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Patricia Contaxis, El Cerrito, CA, U.S.A. 
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Tatiana Costantini, Venice, Italy 
Roselyn Costantino, Altoona, PA, U.S.A. 
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Luise Daniela, Padua, Italy 
Rachel J. Daniell, New York, NY, U.S.A. 
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